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URDU PARK AXIAL MARGINS (2015-2019)

An Artreach Community Arts Project led by Revue 
(Sreejata Roy and Mrityunjay Chatterjee)



‘The moment we’d spot didi walking from the metro station towards 
Urdu Park, we’d just leave all that we were doing and rush to start 
work on our canvases.’ 

- Reshma



Since 2014 artist collective Revue has been 
working with the homeless women at the 
Government Night Shelter in Urdu Park, Jama 
Masjid, Old Delhi. 

This engagement has given the women an 
outlet for individual creative expression, 
allowing them to explore their lives, their 
current space and relationships with people 
and the environment around them positively.

We are happy to present this special feature 
on their work and hope you enjoy it! 



Binu, Parveen, Rabina, Reshma, Ritu, Sabina, Sabrun, Shehzadee, Sunita, 
Tarannum are homeless women living in a night shelter near 

Meena Bazaar in Old Delhi. 





Sreejata has been coming to the night shelter 
for regular workshops with the women, usually 
twice a week, since 2014. With conversations and 
dialogue with Sreejata, they began making maps 
about their lives, where they go, whom they meet, 
where they find their food, the relationships they 
have developed in the neighbourhood. These are 
gradually expressed by them through a regular 
painting practice and a distinct vibrant visual 
language has emerged over the years. 

They work in acrylic on board and canvas and 
keep visual sketchbooks and diaries. Their 
colourful artworks depict Meena Bazaar, its fruit 
and vegetable stalls, chai and lassi shops, biryani 
and kebab shops, bicycle repair market, the Jama 
Masjid.







‘When you wake up in the morning what do you want to see?’ Sreejata 
asked the participants. ‘Flowers,’ they answered, because ‘they recall 
their village gardens, also they want Urdu Park to be full of flower 
gardens and birds, they dream that.’









At the end of 2016 they made ‘Meena Bazaar’, a 16 foot long collaborative painting, 
in acrylic on canvas with maps of their neighbourhoods and impressions of the space 
they inhabit. ‘Meena Bazaar’ was exhibited at the India Art Fair, the British Council and 
Bikaner House in 2017. 



The project has also resulted in Open Day events at the night shelter, bringing new 
energy to the space. 



‘The women started creating their own individual maps, which showed paths they 
took every day... For eg, a participant’s map charted her mornings, which began 
at 8 am, when she would go to the cycle market to meet the kind policeman who 
served puri chhole to the homeless. She would then make her way to the Sis Ganj 
gurudwara, where she volunteered in the kitchen for the langar and got lunch 
as well. The last halt on her map was a coffee kiosk, where the owner would 
give her a free cup of coffee. After that it was back to the shelter.’

- Malini Nair in a news article about the exhibition in Scroll



ARTREACH 
COMMUNITY ART 
PROJECTS
Artreach community arts grants have 
supported artists and collectives working in 
rural or peri-urban spaces across India.

Grantees involve community participants 
through site-specific artistic interventions 
which aim to build community, increase 
participants’ well-being and confidence, 
develop their skills, and revitalise their 
community spaces.



SUPPORT
Get an artwork and change a life! 

Revue has been in touch with the 
community through the pandemic 
and the women need our support 
more than ever as they navigate the 
situation from the streets. You can 
buy their artworks - and the proceeds 
of sales will go directly to them.  

If you are interested in these artworks 
or in supporting Artreach’s future work 
with community art projects, please 
get in touch at -
programmes.artreach@gmail.com

www.artreachindia.org/donate



Thank You for your Support!


