OPEN CALL
ARTREACH COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS
August 2021 - March 2022
The Artreach Community Arts Grants (CAGs) support artist/artist collective led engagements in
rural and peri-urban spaces across India. In keeping with our aim to provide marginalised
communities access to the arts, we are especially interested in supporting ongoing grassroots
projects that have worked with displaced and disadvantaged communities over sustained periods
of time.
The grants facilitate the growth of (and new interventions within) engagements that involve
children/young people/women through strategic site specific artistic interventions. The objectives
can range from building community, increasing participants' well-being and confidence,
developing skills, and revitalising community spaces while responding to urgent local concerns.
Projects take a bottom-up approach where the artist is consistently receptive to the particular
needs, constraints and possibilities of the space of engagement.
Artreach's community projects to date have been in challenging conditions: a women’s night
shelter in Old Delhi, a remote tribal village in Jharkhand, a brick kiln site in Uttar Pradesh and a
small art studio in Ranti Village, Bihar. Along with bold creative strategies, these projects have
required flexibility, sensitivity and an ability to adapt and respond to changes, the emotional needs
of participants with troubled histories, challenges from other stakeholders, among others.
An independent Advisory Panel will be part of the selection and mentoring of Grantees, along
with Artreach team. Members of this Panel are: Akansha Rastogi, Arundhati Ghosh, Deeksha
Nath, Mary Therese Kurkalang and Gulammohammed Sheikh.

Programme Details:
For 2021-22, we invite proposals from artists for CAGs to support ongoing engagements. The
CAGs support programmes for a duration of up to six months, with a grant amount of Rs.50,000
each.

As part of their programmes, applying artists are expected to:
●

●

●
●

Lead series of workshops and/or other community engagements, with art based activities
and methodology that are receptive to insights from the community they are working
with.
Engagements are expected to be interactive, dialogic and exploratory and may intersect
with spheres of health, education, gender equity, anti-casteism, environmental
conservation, and other urgent goals towards a more just and sustainable society. They
may also involve local activists and on-ground organisations, in the process of their
execution.
Submit a final report and other audio/visual documentation within a month of the end of
the grant period.
Community Projects are process driven and they do not necessitate creating artworks to
exhibit or deliverables outside of the process itself.

Applying artists must:
●
●
●

●
●
●

Be Indian citizens and be residing in India for the entire duration of their programme.
Have formal training in art, design, film making, performance or other related creative
fields.
Have worked for a minimum of two years as a practicing artist and have led engagements
that clearly express community driven and socially engaged initiatives as part of their
practice.
Be located in or have easy access to the site they envision working at, and have a prior
relationship with the community and understanding of the context and space.
Envision working through a process driven methodology that is committed to the
particular needs and challenges of the people and space at hand.
Plan projects that are flexible to the possible changes that might come up, given our
unsettled times since the pandemic, and that are not resource intensive.

To Apply:
To apply, please send us the following documents as PDF attachments via email to:
applications.artreach@gmail.com :
1. Proposal for the project you envision undertaking: please mention details of where, people
involved, affiliated organisations if any, additional funding if any, and methods and
strategies with which you will be working (500 -1000 words text document).
2. Updated CV (expressive of past community and socially engaged art practice)
3. Documentation of previous/ongoing community and socially engaged art projects in India
(up to 10 images / videos links / articles / links to website / text documentation)

4. Contact information for one referee who is familiar with your work and artistic practice
(with email, phone number and mentioning their relationship to you
Closing date for applications: 31st July 2021.
Please see Artreach’s past community projects here: http://www.artreachindia.org/community-arts.html
For more information on Artreach’s work: http://www.artreachindia.org
For queries please be in touch: ita.artreach@gmail.com (Ita, Artreach)
THANK YOU!

