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The programme at UNHCR Bosco Centre has participants from age groups
3 – 9 from the migrant Afghani community in the Khirkee neighborhood.
Each workshop had about 15 – 30 kids attending and through the year long
programme we were happy to see that most of them attended 6-8 sessions
out of 24 workshops.

Through the workshops that have happened over the past two years at the
centre, the participants have been introduced to basics of art and craft
through different instruction based activities as well as visits and
walkthroughs to different exhibitions at Kiran Nadar Museum of Art.
It was a good time to think about the objectives of the programme and
focus on -

1. Experimenting with different kinds of material.
2. Looking at picture books, comics and accordions together. Showing
more images, artworks and give context to artworks during the
session.
3. Each session to begin with brief introduction to materials that they
will be using.
4. Including movement and having interactive ice-breakers.
5. Working with different colored papers, collage, cutouts and origami.
Focus on materiality through folding, cutting and pasting of paper.
6. Museum walks to culminate in a workshop and/or discussion.
7. Have a thematic engagement in tandem with the development of
basic drawing and craft skills.
The first workshop was to give an introduction to drawing. The
participants were encouraged to use their hands as stencils and work with
sketch pens, crayons and pencil colors. Working with your own body, is
always fun and engaging for kids.

They were also able to draw freely and directly with sketchpens without
drawing out these shapes with pencils first. Each artwork was different
from the other while also following similar principles through the activity.

In the second workshop, they drew portraits of each other. This may have
been the first time that many of them were doing portraits. We gave them a

demonstration on how to draw a portrait. In the future, we would like to
give them more impetus to draw from life and sketch people around them.
Many of these workshops also ended with participants asking for extra
drawing paper to take home so that they could draw at home which was for
us a great way to know that they were enjoying these workshops!

The third workshop was to make different animals and fish using origami.
We also showed them some animation videos that led to a lot of
discussions around making foxes and fish. The participants also drew
patterns on top of their origami creatures.

In the next workshop the participants were able to go further into
experimenting with paper through a collage exercise.

Different ideas of landscape emerged from this exercise, while the colors of
the sky, river or grass remained similar. All of them worked really hard at
making their very own compositions which was very exciting to see!
In the next workshop, we showed them four different animal masks that
could be made using paper plates and asked them to choose which of the
four they might like to make.

Based on which animal they wanted to paint, we divided them into groups.
The materials used apart from paper and paper plates, were poster paint
colors, which the participants really enjoyed working with.
This was a great workshop to introduce them to painting while also not
making it too difficult for them to do so.

In the next workshop, the participants were encouraged to work with
storytelling. We got them to read from picture books, where in we also saw
examples of using text and image together.

I wanted to keep the exercise simple for them and therefore asked them to
make two characters and an animal. They could use whatever material they
wanted to draw these characters.

While many of them stuck to the brief, it was really nice to see them
respond to the premise of storytelling by sometimes adding their own
narratives voluntarily.
And it was already a different exercise than the usual because it
encouraged them to make their own characters and compositions.

We also encouraged them to draw from the picture books, and feel free to
copy or imitate these.
Participants were shown more picture books in the next and the final
session and were asked to make a drawing which could tell us how they

would go about ‘catching sunlight’. Most of them translated that to catching
the sun itself and influenced by the books they had seen, proceeded to
make open skies and clouds alongside fantastical landscapes.

They all had to use a relatively new medium of soft pastels, which while
many of them struggled with, but also enjoyed exploring. It was also nice to
see how far they had come and how well they were expressing their own
ideas while they still borrowed freely from picture books.
Visit to KNMA

The participants visited an exhibition and had a workshop at a museum as
part of the module. The exhibition ‘Smell Assembly’ curated by Akansha
Rastogi, was a part of a year- long project 'Smells of the City' commissioned
by Kiran Nadar Museum of Art and anchored by Ishita Dey and Mohammad
Sayeed.
The exhibition had maps, games, documents and different visual and
sensory formulations in understanding the smells of the city. The
participants asked questions about different kinds of smells and the
curator, Akansha Rastogi also gave them a detailed explanation of the
exhibition, which for them might have been the very first of its kind.
The participants also played the smell game, and were shown a picture
book on display which engaged with the idea of capturing or monetizing
smell. At the end of the walkthrough we asked the participants to simply
draw what they thought of as a ‘good’ smell and ‘bad’ smell. With the array
of smells that they had experienced in the smell game, and their own ideas
it was really exciting to see how they explored this individually.

Outcomes
While the focus of the workshops has been to continue to impart the very
basic techniques around making art, the point of difference this time was to
focus on one medium at one time in the eight workshops between October
– December.
This time we also included more slide shows, movement exercises and
brought more picture books to the workshop for them to engage with.

The best thing was that by encouraging them to make their own
compositions, we could see them express their original ideas with
confidence.
It was also great to see that a continued engagement was leading them to
ask many more questions, be more comfortable with the space and our
team.
They look forward to the workshops and have been taking more initiative
within the classroom. When translators from the centre are not available,
many of them offer to and help with the translation. Older participants also
guide younger ones who struggle with the instructions in Hindi and
English.

The fact that they have moved from instruction based exercises to
exploration based compositions and storytelling is one of the most
promising outcomes from this year’s Teaching Residency at Bosco!
I would like to thank Tanaya for assisting me during this module. I would
also like to thank Anarya and Ritika for coming on board to take workshops
and bringing their expertise to the table.

